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Health Protection and Promotion Act  
Part III: Community Health Protection

▪ 11.1 “Where a complaint is made to a board of health or a medical officer of health that a health 
hazard related to occupational or environmental health exists in the health unit served, the MOH 
shall notify the ministry of the Government of Ontario that has primary responsibility…and shall 
investigate the complaint to determine whether the health hazard exists or does not exist.”  

▪ 11.2 The MOH shall report the results to the complainant … 
▪ 12.1 Every MOH shall keep…informed on matters related to occupational and environmental health 
▪ 12.2 MOECC, Min of Health, Ministry of Labour or Municipality shall provide information related to 

occupational and environment health as requested by MOH 
▪ 13.1 MOH…may require a person to take or refrain from taking action that is specified in the 

order in respect of a health hazard  
▪ 13. 2 MOH may make an order… where he or she is of the opinion upon reasonable and probable 

grounds, 

   a)that a health hazard exits in the health unit served and 

   b) that the requirements specified are necessary in order to decrease the effect of or to 
              eliminate the health hazard” 



 Projects Planned and / or Operating in Huron County 

Samsung Renewable Energy Inc., Pattern Renewable Holdings Canada ULC, and Capital Power.  
Kingsbridge 1  

22 1.8 MW Vestas V80 wind turbines with a capacity of 39.6 MW  March 2006. 

Kingsbridge 11 
140 Siemens 2.3 MW - capacity of 270-MW 

NextEra Energy 
Varna Bluewater Project 

37 1.6 with a capacity of 60 MW 

Goshen Project 
62 GE 1.6-100 Wind Turbine and one GE 1.56  Wind Turbine, with a capacity of 102 MW. 

Northland Power 
Grand Bend Wind Project 

40 Siemens 3.2 MW turbines with a capacity of 100 MW 

Veresen Inc. 
St. Columban Energy LP 

15 2.3 MW turbines with a capacity of 33 MW 

Developer unknown 
One less than 1MW turbine west of Zurich.  

A further 300 MW is to be anticipated to be approved by the MOECC; expected date of notification for potential projects is March 
2016. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megawatt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_turbines


277 IWT’s & 40 
more under 
construction.

= 317



We know IWT’s cause harm to humans, that was 
found in the ERT’s decision in 2011- Erickson v MOE 
when the Tribunal evidence demonstrated that they 

can, depending on how close they are with the 
debate evolving to one of degree.   

Current setbacks from the centre of “non-
participating receptors” homes to the centre of the 
turbines is 550 meters, begging the question, is it 
really possible that something can be not safe at 

550 meters and we are good to go at 551? 



The few statements included today were gathered from Huron County residents in a number of Industrial 
Wind Project areas in a variety of ways.  Some were given a small survey and that information was compiled, 

others wrote down their experiences as a narrative.

Property 1

Living among the 18 Industrial Wind Turbines that are located within 3 km of our farm house has 
caused us many sleepless nights that interfere with our physical and mental well being. We suffer from 

ear aches, headaches, "swimming" in our head, foggy brains and the inability to think clearly.  Many 
days after a sleepless night, we are not "alert" like we used to be. Is it causing our short term memory 
loss/ confusion?  We become very agitated and irritable. We had a picture fall off our wall four times 

one extremely bad day this past summer. It was on the wall closest to the turbines.  That picture or 
an identical one has hung on that wall for over six years. It has never fallen off before. 

We listen to the sounds of tractor trailers sitting in front of our place that never seem to go anywhere, 
whooing and whining sounds that penetrate through the walls of our home and drive us crazy.  There 

are the whomping and whooshing  sounds.  We are unable to open our windows at night, sit on our 
deck or back step due to the noises of these monsters.  We have family who do not want to come here 
because they are getting headaches after being here for a brief time. Headaches that go away shortly 

after they leave here. 



Property 2

We are surrounded by multiple wind turbines.  We can feel a 
vibration in the bedrooms of our 2 storey home.  We can hear 

a constant rumble that sounds like a jet idling inside our 
home as well as out in the yard when the windmills are 

turning, which is pretty much all the time.  We can also hear 
a whining noise and the sound of metal contracting from 

time to time.  I have experienced pressure and ringing in my 
ears, migraines, motion sickness and lack of quality sleep 

since the turbines became operational in April.  My husband 
has ringing in his ears, lack of quality sleep and upset 

stomach.



Property 3 

In the nine months since the turbines began, we've contacted the MOE spill hotline over 50 
times. We average over six sleepless nights per month due to the noise.  Our home has 3 

turbines closer than 1 km, 7 turbines closer than 1.5 km and 14 turbines closer than 2 
km. When the turbines are at their worst, everyone in our home is extremely agitated and 

anxious, even our dog.  We dislike spending time outside or on the front porch or in the garden. 
We experience headaches, nausea, chest pressure, pressure and aching and ringing in our 
ears. This can go on for days during windy conditions. Sleep disruption from the turbines 
causes irritability and exhaustion.  Besides the whooshing, whomping, thumping, humming, 

screeching and jet plane sound, there is a TONAL sound. This tonal "wooooooo" noise rises and 
lowers in intensity like an emergency warning siren.  Under certain atmospheric conditions, 

our rural home sounds more like an airport runway or an industrial park. It is physically, 
psychologically and emotionally sickening.  We can rarely sleep with the windows open and we 

do not have air conditioning. Even with the windows closed, we are repeatedly awakened 
throughout the night by the turbines.  The whooshing, whomping, thumping, humming, 

screeching, jet plane, TONAL noise comes right through the walls.  There is no where to hide. 
It is torture.   



 Property 4

Since the turbines were turned on, the following has happened to myself, 
a female adult, tinnitus, ear aches (from dull aches to intense pain), 

burning sensation inside the ears, and burning outside of ears, fullness in 
ears, pressure in ears, exhaustion, feeling of slept, but did not sleep, 

(unable to wake in mornings), depression, lack of energy/motivation to 
do daily tasks, lack of libido, irrregular menstration, lasting weeks of 

bleeding, now, a lymph node below one ear has been swollen/pain, and I 
have no idea why? Children in the house, nosebleeds, headaches, 

exhaustion, lack of focus on studies, depression from living under/
listening to the noise, and having their lives altered daily by the turbines, 
example: can or can not play outside, due to the noise levels. No escape 
from the noise/and shadow flicker, and red blinking lights. Ruined our 

lives over night. Feeling forced to flee our home.



Health investigations based on just one resident’s 
concerns have been done in the past by the HCHU, 

as evidenced in 2013 by one resident’s health 
concern in Ashfield-Colburne-Wawanosh which 
warranted a prompt response where the HCHU 

contacted residents by phone and mail in order to 
access more information on cancer rates. 

  Citizens in Huron County who have experienced ill 
health effects which began or worsened after IWT’s 
in their area became operational have had virtually 
no palatable recourse with which to address their 

concerns. 



Property 5

My home and neighbourhood are now surrounded by turbines. These turbines started running 8 
months ago.

I felt a sensation in my upper body the first day the turbines were turned on. It impeded my 
ability to do the physical work I was trying to do outside and would have otherwise enjoyed. 

Since then, that same sensation has become a common occurrence. It feels like my body is 
vibrating inside. At times my ability to focus and concentrate in a relaxed mode is seriously 

affected. My sense of attunement to the earth itself is broken.
Sometimes this distressing sensation causes intense, almost dangerous sleepiness.

I’ve also experienced what I call traumatic episodes, where I am suddenly woken from deep 
sleep, with my heart pounding... for no reason. This is very frightening. At other times, I’m 

woken up several times a night.
 I’ve had frightening nightmares. One night I had 5 nightmares. In addition to these episodes, 

I’ve had times when, I’ve had unprecedented indigestion and sometimes even nausea and 
headaches. 

Under certain atmospheric conditions and wind speeds, the sounds outside are so loud and 
disorienting that when I’m walking in my yard or in my neighbourhood, I feel unsteady.

 I avert my eyes from the movement of the blades because the sense of oppression and dystopia 
is overwhelming to me.



Property 6

We are three to five km away from the turbines and if the wind is out of the south or south east, east, or north east my vision is so bad, it is like coming into a fog and I 
can’t even drive.  When I go away, it mellows out.  I return and it gets worse.  I know when I can see and I can’t.

About three months after the first Project about 5 km north of us came online, I was diagnosed with glaucoma.  I had been on a watch for a few years due to a family 
history so I was getting regular checks.  My eyesight continues to deteriorate with my pressures described as ‘wildly fluctuating’ to the point that I was twice sent for 
emergency surgery after being tested in Grand Bend and not requiring it once I got to London because the numbers dropped below what was needed to make it an 

‘emergency’.  
The Ivey Eye Clinic Dr.’s are stymied and cannot say where the inflammation comes from however I have been informed by credible sources that infrasound can create 

inflammation, something I was diagnosed with in October.  The maximum medications that can be given has now created cataracts, requiring further surgeries.  My 
situation has attracted a renowned specialist and I am currently waiting on a hopefully less invasive ‘emergency’ surgery, scheduled for mid February.  

Added to the stress attached to potentially going blind, I have felt the following:
Vibration and a feeling of unrest

Extreme headaches
Jittery

Chest pains
Vertigo (twice while using a chain saw)

Significant weight loss (25 lb)
I have income property on which my livelihood depends.  Currently there are 14 turbines  surrounding my apartments.   My tenants have complained about headaches, 

head pressure, changes in their menstral cycles and unexplained mental fatigue beginning shortly after the operation of the first Project.  I have one tenant who 
eventually left and advised that they felt an incredible change within a few days of moving.  A second tenant gave their notice on January 1st  advising they could no 

longer tolerate the symptoms they are experiencing and need to move.  

I also reside on Property 6.  Five days after the first project was turned on I began with my first bout of tinnitus.  I understood I may have been hyper-vigilant as I had 
done research and was aware of symptoms some people had but truly didn’t expect to feel anything since I lived about 5 km from the closest ones.  Initially I had 
documented all of the things I was experiencing that were new or unusual however I found myself becoming depressed and stopped documenting in the hopes of 

staving off an episode of clinical depression. Since the turbines came online and more so since the second Project 3 km west of us began, I have experienced tightness in 
my abdomen, nauseousness, churning sensations I have never felt before in my life, head pressure, headaches, interrupted sleep, inability to sleep, lack of concentration, 
heart palpitations, impaired memory and impaired cognitive ability which has decreased the quality of my life significantly.  That combined with needing to drive back 

and forth to London for medical appointments left me unable to work and what is even more stressful is the eight 3 MW turbines that surround our home and the 14 
coming around the income property have yet to start.  

Our cat is behaving strangely, now  regularly going under the deck, refusing to come out and needing to be physically pulled out.  Some nights he refuses to go outside.  
When indoors, spends 90% of his time in the basement.  



Property 7 

We live directly west of turbine # 7 in the project. There are at least 40 other turbines within a 10 km radius.  
This is my statement concerning health and other effects I have experienced almost immediately from when the Industrial Wind Turbines started up July 26, 2014. 

From then on, all these effects have been experienced on an on-going basis. 
The turbines are loud especially on a heavy, wet day.  
The sound they make as they cross the wind.   
There is also SQUEAKING, creaking, gnarling sounds, like metal upon metal Sometimes sounds like cows screaming in the field.   Made formal complaints to NextEra and my 
municipality. NOTHING DONE. 
The biggest complaint I have is sleepiness.  I have gone almost 16 month with maybe 2 – 3 hours of sleep nightly.  I am sick and as I write this I am leaving my home for a month 
to get away from the turbines and get some rest.  I rented a room in Bayfield but it was not far enough away from the turbines as I have become HYPER-SENSITIVE to the 
Infra-sound radiation.  
I have attached an expert from an article I read.   
I believe I am experiencing vibroacoustic disease from the constant and relentless vibration and infra-sound radiation I have been exposed to over the last 16 months have 
caused  
From Frey et al., 2007:  
"In coursework description of "Whole Body Vibration" Prof Alan Hedge of Cornell University writes: "Vibrations in the frequency range of 0.5 Hz to 80 Hz have significant 
effects on the human body.  
Individual body members and organs have their own resonant frequencies and do not vibrate as a single mass, with its own natural frequency.  
This causes amplification or attenuation of input vibrations by certain parts of the body due to their own resonant frequencies.  
According to Alves-Pereira and colleagues (2007), The clinical symptoms of vibroacoustic disease (in people) are:  
Stage 1- slight mood swings, indigestion and heartburn, mouth or throat infections and bronchitis.  
Stage 2- chest pain, definite mood swings, back pain, fatigue, fungal, viral and parasitic infections, inflammation of the stomach lining, pain and blood in urine, conjunctivitis and 
allergies.  
Stage 3- psychiatric disturbances, small nose bleeds, varicose veins and hemorrhoids, duodenal ulcers, spastic colitis, decrease in visual acuity, headaches, severe joint pain, 
intense muscular pain and neurological disturbances. 
I was rushed to the hospital in July due to a perforation in my bowel.  I have never had any problems before.  AS is clearly stated in the above study inflammation of the stomach 
lining is a result of the constant vibration.  
Other symptoms I have experienced and continue to experience are as follows: 
Ringing in my ears 
Vertigo  
Dizzy 
Pressure in my head 
Palpitations 
Shaking  
Nauseous 
Bruising behind my knees 
Pressure in my chest 
Itchy ears (right from the beginning)  
Unknown aches and pains 
Jittery 
Burning, tingling feels like electricity moving through my legs and arms. This happens almost every night it is very painful. 
Sleepless  
As I stated 16 months of theses symptoms have left me very ill.  I have lost almost 30 pounds and it is all muscle mass – not healthy weight loss. 
My dog started to seizure January 2015.  She usually seizures after a 3-4 day period of easterly winds.   
Our well has been disturbed as has our neighbours – NextEra has promised to do “something” nothing has yet been done.  We no longer drink our water or give it to the dogs. 
I have documented everything right from the beginning.  I more than welcome to allow you to look at my daily entries. 



Property 8

The K2 project has negatively affected our quiet life. Our property and home now resonates with the 
beating , thumping and whining of these giant turbines.

Sleeping is now an issue, with very few nights where we get a full and restful sleep.  Morning comes 
and we are exhausted. Needing sleep and never ever attaining it, feeling like one has run a full marathon 

and been up for 24 hours straight. Certain wind directions seem to have more of an effect  on our ability to 
get a restful sleep.  There have been very few days since these turbines started that we have gotten any kind 

of quality sleep.

We have been experiencing massive mood swings from happy to depressed, to extremely mad all in 
very short time periods and no real reason for any of the changes.

There are days when we both know that we need to get away from our property, if only for a few 
hours.

I have under gone a lot of testing lately for a racing heart, the beat was so strong one can 
see my jugular vein pulse and I could hear my heart beat in my right ear. This started about two 

months after the wind project became operational. Still no clear diagnosis as to why my heart will 
unexpectedly start to race. Our doctor has put me on medications to try to control the racing.

 
  Please!! help all those who are suffering.



Property 9 

“I would like to know why my bed trembles or lightly vibrates?  The nights of the storm 
were particularly noticeable.  I always sleep with my bedroom window open but can’t 

anymore.  On the windy nights I hear them even with it closed.  It is a whoosh.  Is sounds 
like the washing machine is going all the time with a whoosh in between.  Once I am 
awake it then takes quite a while to get back to sleep.  I can’t hear it in the rest of the 

house.  On windy days it is noticeable outside.  I have been in touch with someone who 
suggested adding an anti-vibration blocks.  They seem to help but still it is noticeable.”

Property 10

“Noise from turbines were loud last night (October 21st) but have got to the point that no 
one will follow up.  We run a fan all night to drown out the noise.  As soon as my head 

touches the pillow I can hear the noise and feel the vibration.”

Property 11

“Our concerns are noise-night time mainly. Going to sleep we hear a constant swoosh. 
The instances where the weather, temperature, & wind are in a perfect combo causes 

them to be very loud-enough to wake you from a sleep.”



Reality shows the Environmental Review Tribunal, the only redress that citizens 
have according to the Green Energy & Economy Act of 2009, addresses health 
but only direct impacts and only before there are any turbines built - setting 
impossibly high standards with the burden of proof being on citizens, 
completely ignoring the Precautionary Principle.    

The MOECC covers audible sound regulations but have no regulations for low 
frequency or for infrasound and the adverse health effects from ILFN.  While 
there has been communication between the wind company and the HCHU, the 
complaints of Huron County residents have not been adequately addressed. We 
are NOT interested in wasting time having our request passed back and forth 
between the MOECC and the HCHU. 



As stated, audible noise is regulated. Infrasound Low Frequency Noise is not.

The Green Energy and Economy Act was passed in 2009.  The Minister of the 
Environment, John Gerrestsen, proposed low frequency noise guidelines in an email on 

July 13, 2009.

On July 24th, 2009, Robert Hornung, President of CANWEA in an EBR comment 
(ID123788) submitted the request to remove the proposed requirement for infrasound 

or low frequency sound monitoring.  

The regulations came out in in September 2009 and there was no mention of 
monitoring or regulation of Low Frequency Noise.

 



The MOECC’s Compliance Protocol for Wind Turbine Noise states exclusions 
including health effects: 

“Complaints about wind turbine noise in the infrasound or ultrasound ranges 
(i.e. outside the normal audio range), transformer substation noise, and other 
issues such as shadow flicker or health effects are beyond the scope of this 

document.” (pg. 7) 

The MOECC has been clear and we believe negligent given the mounting 
evidence being compiled globally in their continued position that they do not 

test Infrasound/Low Frequency Noise (ILFN).  
  

The infrasound from wind turbines can carry through the air for tens of 
kilometres. This was verified in the measurements carried out in Finland 

October 2015.  
.http://tvky.info/tiedostot/infra_aani.pdf 

http://tvky.info/tiedostot/infra_aani.pdf


Property 12
June 24- 10pm swishing sound noise 

July 14- Airplane noise (night)
July 20- ear ringing

July 23- buzzing sound 10:45
Aug 14- night noise
Aug 14- day noise
Aug 16- swoosh

Aug 23-27 night noise
Sept 7 –night noise (3am, 4am)

Sept 13- night noise, ear ringing (4:30 am) Sept 14- dizzy 10pm
Sept 23 –ear ringing (6pm, 10pm,12am)

Sept 25 – ear ringing (8:15pm, 9pm), dizzy, nauseous (11:15pm)
Sept 26 –night noise (3am)

Oct 11- night noise (10pm, 3:45am, 6 am)
Oct 16- night noise (11pm) dizzy nauseous

Oct 19- night noise
Oct 20- night noise (9pm, 11pm)

Nov 5- night noise (9pm)



Property 13 

“When the wind is South-South West between 6-16 km/h I hear it 
the worst. So much so, that before I walk out the door, I can tell 

which turbine the noise is coming from based on the direction I hear 
the noise.

I have called the proponent 3 times now regarding turbine noise 
and have not been called back once. I have also called the MOECC 
at least 3 times and nothing has changed with regard to noise, nor 

has anyone came out to my home.
Question(s): Will you shut them down at night if it’s consistently 

affecting certain families? What can you do to regulate the 
infrasound because many of my neighbours say they are feeling the 

turbines even if they can’t hear them?”



Property 14 

“1 consistent case of adult nausea when returning home after being 
out of town for work (twice a week on a regular basis). Sept 25, 26 & 

27th after being out of town for turbines heard very loud (with 
sleeplessness experienced for 1 adult & 2 kids).  On the morning of 

September 25th 2 kids affected (1 could not think properly and 
follow basic duties without constant confusion & the other woke up 
with a very bad headache - the turbine is the closest to the room 
these 2 children sleep in).  Oct 2nd 1 child had a pain behind their 

eyes (bedroom closest to turbine out of all in the residence).”



As concerned citizens we are aware there may be barriers that will need to be overcome in 
order to develop a positive resolution and we are committed to overcoming whatever barriers 
exist in order to ensure a plan is developed that will address our concerns as we well know 

without our health, we have nothing.  

One of the strategies we believe could be helpful would be having a joint Health Unit 
committee struck to include citizens who have the real world experience of living with 

turbines, including those with both positive and negative experiences.   

The development of a survey by that committee, that can be accessed online by those with 
those capabilities is one method of gathering helpful data.  We are aware there have been 

hundreds of complaints reported to the MOECC and some people are being told “they are the 
only ones [identifying concerns]”.  Without an adequate reporting mechanism, no collection 
can be had and therefore, false reporting of no/minimal complaints filed can easily occur.  

The lack of resources such as insufficient personnel with training and experience in research 
or financial resources is not acceptable.   

Experience has been an excellent teacher.  Evidence continues to be compiled globally and by 
all indications show that people who live around Industrial Wind Turbines do not habituate to 
the noise/ILFN, they become more sensitive.  Given the number of turbines we have, their 

increasing size and the increasing number of residents that have and will be impacted, time is 
of the essence. 



As everyone on this Board knows, affected municipalities who     
would be most impacted by the GEA were ignored and their 
expertise was not considered as should they had, we would 
likely as not be in this position today.  Huron County citizens 
voices need to be heard and included in developing a 
reasonable resolution to the situation we did not consent to 
however find ourselves in.   We need not make the same 
mistake the Province did.    



Property 15 

“I suffer from sleeplessness from the turbines and find them very loud. It was 
particularly bad September 25th to 27th.  If the turbines are loud I can hear them 
from inside the house, my cat now will refuse to go outside the door.  That was 

never a problem before.

Property 16

“We live right in St. Columban and have been affected on-going since the turbines 
started spinning. We hear them everyday. We have 2 adults and 2 children living in 
our home. Noise affects us both during the day and at night. Shadow flicker from 
the blades as well as the blinking red lights at night are a problem for us. We can 

always hear them whether it is windy or calm.”

Property 17

“We definitely hear the turbines and they have interrupted our sleep especially 
during the summer months as we do not have air conditioning and could not sleep 

with the windows open. Both occupants of the house are experiencing 
sleeplessness.”



Property 18

“It sounds like there’s a train behind our barn. We’re not able to sleep when the window is open 
(especially during the summer months) as we do not have air conditioning. It is always worse 

before a storm. Sleeplessness is experienced on a regular basis by both occupants of the house.”

Property 19

"We are experiencing noise both day and night from the turbines, literally seven days a week. 
Shadow flicker; nausea; headaches; & ringing of the ears are problems we have experienced. The 

lights are a distraction at night and make us nauseous. Obviously the noise is worse if it is windy.”

Property 20

“I complain everyday it spins, even last night - Nov. 15th, 2015 I was awake till 3:30 - 4:00 am to get 
to sleep due to the sound.  Last week (8th-15th of Nov) day and evening noise. I put an official 

complaint in at 12:30 or 1:00, and I have recorded the sound on my phone. Migraines during the 
night, since the turbine started turning. At times I sit straight up in bed due to the swoosh and then 
can't get back to sleep because of the sound- it’s that loud. We have 2 adults and 3 children living in 
our house. Warm,windy nights seem to be the worst. We experience: sleep disturbance, high blood 

pressure, nosebleeds, vibration on chest during the night, shadow flicker, headaches & nausea.”



Property 21

"Depending on wind direction, we are affected most early morning (around 3 am). It 
is loud enough to wake us up, making it very difficult to get a good night's rest. We 
hear them both at night and during the day. We are also affected by shadow flicker 

and headaches. The weather does not seem to affect the noise. It is the same 
regardless. If the wind is blowing, we hear them.”

Property 22

"Noise is particularly bad depending on wind direction. Sounds like it comes right 
into the house. 4-5 nights a week our sleep is interrupted. We experience nausea and 

headaches as well. That was never a problem before.”

Property 23

“Noise during the night and early morning. Since they began spinning we have had 
problems ongoing. There are a total of 6 people living in our home-2 adults and 4 

children.”



Property 24

My problems with the wind turbines started with the construction of them surrounding our 
home.  The noise of machinery, cement trucks, graders, etc.  They tried to work 24 - 7 but we 

(neighbours) managed to stop them from 11 pm to 6 am.  Not much relief as the lay down 
site was near us.  It thought that this was the worst!  But I soon discovered it was not after a 

winter and spring of no sleep.  The turbines started up and I had almost no sleep, a few 
hours in a couch in the middle of my large living room.  We have 5 turbines within 1 km of 

our home.  The headaches, the nausea, I could not even think.  I was miserable.  I spent most 
of my days at the Bayfield harbour, Library, homes of friends, anywhere to get relief.  We 

went on a holiday August 2014 and no problems, came home to no sleep, headaches, 
throwing up, etc. again.  We went on two more weeks in September 2014, same thing, no 
issues again away.  Sleep is under rated.  When we came home the second time I told my 
husband I was leaving even if it meant sleeping in the car forever.  He was feeling some 

effects by this time.  We drove our 5th wheel trailer to friends and parked there for 10 or so 
days until we bought a new home (trailer) in a park.  I could only go home to the big house 
for maybe two hours a a time.  Try packing a 3,300 square foot home in two hours a day.  A 
nightmare.  To leave a home we didn’t ever want to leave.  I still can’t go to this property 

willingly.  Who wants to feel sick?  Not I.  I want my life back.  No one cares about us, only 
money and greed.  



Property # 25
Elderly man notices increased background sound like a machine left 
running in his machine shop since BlueWater project was activated. 
He developed facial paralysis. This Bell's Palsy has not improved in 
the 17 months since its onset three weeks after BW Project started 
up. His dominant eye is affected: aching, watering and with reduced 
ability to focus. Also extremely sensitive to cold. Mouth and cheek 
have a leathery quality. Also experiences poor sleep, dizziness, 
reduced balance, poor short term memory, loss of words, and reports 
'inability to think'.

Wife has experienced intrusive tinnitus for the same period of time.



Property 26  

Just over a year ago, the 36 turbine wind farm to my north went into operation. Shortly after I 
experienced neck tightness and a feeling of pressure in my head. I wasn’t really concerned because I 
thought this was just some work related issue (muscle tension) which would go away soon. 
A few months later the 68 turbine wind farm to my east and south-east went into operation with one 
turbine just 650m from my house. And currently another 40 turbines are under construction to the 
west. 

On top of the now constant pressure in my head I experience ringing in the ears, loss of appetite, 
dizziness, the feeling of having to throw up in the morning (I’m male and can’t be pregnant), a sudden 
increase in heart rate, muscle cramps and occasionally a blurred vision to the point where, when I was 
driving, I had to pull over for 10 to 15 minutes until my vision came back to normal. Many nights I’m 
lying awake for several hours which makes me very tired throughout the day. 
I eventually went to see my family doctor which sent me for further examination to check if I was 
having a brain tumour, nothing was found. For the past 10 months, I have had numerous treatments by 
massage therapists, chiropractors and acupuncture, nothing helped. 

My son started sleeping with a fan running all night and several times he woke up with a nose-bleed. 
Our dog will whine all night if it is windy and the turbines are turning.



The health complaints reported by Huron County residents echo the symptoms 
identified in the work published by Dr. Roy Jeffery, Brett Horner and Carmen Krogh, 

published in the Official Journal of Canadian Family Physicians 2013 May: 59(5): 
472-475: 

“People who live or work in close proximity to IWTs have experienced symptoms that 
include decreased quality of life, annoyance, stress, sleep disturbance, headache, 

anxiety, depression, and cognitive disfunction.  Some have also felt anger, grief or a 
sense of injustice.  Suggested causes of symptoms include a combination of wind 

noise, infrasound, dirty electricity, ground current, and shadow flicker.  Family 
physicians should be aware that patients reporting adverse effects from IWTs might 

experience symptoms that are intense and pervasive and might feel further victimized 
by the lack of caregiver understanding.” 

http://www.ncbi.nl.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3653647

http://www.ncbi.nl.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3653647


"An Ontario community-based self-reporting health survey, 
WindVOiCe, identified the most commonly reported IWT-induced 

symptoms as altered quality of life, sleep disturbance, excessive 
tiredness, headache, stress, and distress. Other reported effects include 
migraines, hearing problems, tinnitus, heart palpitations, anxiety, and 

depression.”  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3653647/
#b18-0590473 

“In addition, degraded living conditions and adverse socioeconomic 
effects have been reported. In some cases the effects were severe 

enough that individuals in Ontario abandoned their homes or reached 
financial agreements with wind energy developers.”  

Krogh CME. Industrial wind turbine development and loss of social 
justice? Bulletin Science Technology Soc. 2011;31(4):321–33. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3653647/#b18-0590473


The recent results released from the Health Canada Study have been called confusing at minimum 
and at the other end of the scale, a deliberate obfuscation so what was produced was 

propaganda, made to order by those in the Canadian government and Public Health Sector who are 
quite happy to sacrifice rural residents for the commercial benefit of the wind industry.  

 “The continued success and viability of wind turbine energy in Canada, and around the world, will 
rely upon a thorough understanding of the potential health impacts and community concerns that 

underscore public resistance.”    
  

Validity, reliability and credibility is called into question when a “health study” prefaces it’s work 
with this rationale, prioritizing industry.   From the onset, Health Canada made it clear that it was 

an epidemiology study and could not prove causality.  

The study design and study population did not include children or the people who had already left 
their homes, the study design and results have yet to be peer-reviewed.  The flaws in its design 

and methodology are extensive and well documented.  Studies/investigations of any kind should be 
including the people who have been most affected.  Otherwise assumptions are made that are not 

based on real people’s experience.    

The Health Canada Study could and should have investigated direct measurement of acoustic 
exposures and the physiological responses.  It did not and it still cost taxpayers over $2 million. 

Critiques of the Health Canada study can be found here:  
http://waubrafoundation.org.au/resources/laurie-s-comments-proposed-health-canada-study/ 
http://waubrafoundation.org.au/library/responses-health-canada/ 
https://www.masterresource.org/ontario-canada/contradictions-bias-health-canada-wind-turbine-noise-study/ ; 
http://howgreenisthis.org/library/human-impact/response-to-health-canada-study-on-wind-turbine-noise/ 

http://waubrafoundation.org.au/resources/laurie-s-comments-proposed-health-canada-study/
http://waubrafoundation.org.au/library/responses-health-canada/
https://www.masterresource.org/ontario-canada/contradictions-bias-health-canada-wind-turbine-noise-study/
http://howgreenisthis.org/library/human-impact/response-to-health-canada-study-on-wind-turbine-noise/


Citizens in Huron County who have experienced ill health effects which began or 
worsened after IWT’s in their area became operational have had virtually no 

palatable recourse with which to address their concerns.  

Whenever adverse effects are experienced, options are limited.  Some families 
relocate, some obtain legal counsel and enter into expensive litigation, some give 
up and suffer quietly and some are too ill or discouraged by the lack of response 
to continue to file complaints that are never resolved. Some have been financially 

impacted and lack resources to continue to seek resolution.  

Barriers to accessing support have included a healthcare profession that has been 
unable to hear or address concerns in any meaningful way as a result of the lack 

of political will and confusion as to who and/or which Ministry is responsible for 
developing solutions. This is not acceptable in a Province that has well paid 

public servants that are responsible for protecting it’s citizens and  will no longer 
be tolerated by its citizens. 



Clearly, all the information people have provided show 
there is a need for the Huron County Health Unit to 
investigate health complaints in Huron County, in 

consultation with the MOECC, as per the legislative 
requirements.  

Given the number of Industrial Wind Turbines we have and 
will have operating in Huron County, we believe our 

request to investigate these and others health complaints 
is reasonable based on residents concerns about health 
effects experienced after the commencement of turbine 
operations where they live.  We are in a community with 
tremendous human resources and have skills that can 

assist in the development of a solution in order to create 
affordable, realistic and meaningful solutions.





Artist Steve Morris. 

The residents of Huron County whose homes are close to turbines are already the subjects of an experiment.  The 
catch is, no one is collecting the data. 

  
No thorough health studies were done to ascertain the safety of nearby residents when complex arrays of turbines 

surround their home. All of the studies cover their backsides by stating “more studies” need to be done. 
Huron County residents did not give their consent to be subjects of this experiment and this is a direct violation of the 

Nuremberg Code, Article 1. 

“1. The voluntary consent of the human subject is absolutely essential. 
This means that the person involved should have legal capacity to give consent; should be so situated as to be able to 
exercise free power of choice, without the intervention of any element of force, fraud, deceit, duress, overreach- ing, or 
other ulterior form of constraint or coercion; and should have sufficient knowledge and comprehension of the elements 
of the subject matter involved as to enable him to make an understanding and enlightened decision. This latter element 
requires that before the acceptance of an affirmative decision by the experimental subject there should be made known 
to him the nature, duration, and purpose of the experiment; the method and means by which it is to be conducted; all 
inconveniences and hazards reasonably to be expected; and the effects upon his health or person which may possibly 
come from his participation in the experiment. 
The duty and responsibility for ascertaining the quality of the consent rests upon each individual who initiates, directs 
or engages in the experiment. It is a personal duty and responsibility which may not be delegated to another with 
impunity.” 

Sleep deprivation has long been recognized as torture by the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the United Nations 
Convention against Torture (CAT), and the United States War Crimes Act. Depriving someone of proper sleep is torture, 

Reckless planning authorities who permit the wind industry to site industrial-scale wind turbines in residential 
neighborhoods need to be stopped. Noise pollution regulatory authorities and health authorities who ignore reports of 

sleep deprivation from neighboring residents need to know that when they deem wind power stations “compliant” with 
regulations, despite the reports of residents who are unable to sleep soundly, they are inflicting torture. They are 

violating fundamental human rights.



Taken together, the science and the public record of adverse 
health reports offer clear and compelling evidence that wind 
turbines are instruments of torture. Therefore, anyone who 
advocates for, or participates in, the siting of wind turbines 

near people is inflicting torture on them.  

Anyone who contributes to, or endorses, unsafe government 
noise pollution regulations, or who allows them to continue 
unabated when turbines are clearly causing sleep deprivation 
and other forms of human misery, or who ignores community 
complaints, or  who do not demand accurate measurement 

of infrasound and low frequency noise inside homes is 
complicit with torture. 



 There are significant gains being made in the efforts to halt the proliferation of IWT’s in Ontario   and 
world-wide.  Falmouth Massachusetts is what some people call “ground zero” for what can go wrong 
with IWT’s.  On December 1, 2015, the Board of Selectmen unanimously approved health official’s 
request to seek legal action to stop the construction of four wind turbines because of the potential 
adverse effects on Bourne residents’ health.  
  
In Illinois, After 40 days of hearings, the Bureau County Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) recommended 
denial of all of the 127 applications of Walnut Ridge Wind LLC (WRW) to build industrial wind turbines. 
The ZBA considered the testimony of dozens of witnesses and experts on the impacts of such turbines. 
Six different people who live near projects in Illinois and Wisconsin testified the turbines cause extreme 
noise, flickering shadows, vibration and sleep deprivation. They suffered from symptoms commonly known 
as Wind Turbine Syndrome which involves feelings of motion sickness and vertigo. Three of the families 
abandoned their dream homes to escape the turbines. 

In Ontario, a request for a Judicial Review was filed for the White Pines Project on November 30, 2015, 
a yet untried strategy which shows great promise.    

ERT’s continue in Ontario, unabated as the first step required in a long line of legalities in efforts to 
ensure future steps can be taken in mitigating the unanticipated consequences of forcing the 
proliferation of IWT’s on our province.  Litigation continues province wide as private property owners 
take steps to protect what they love.  



Huron County has been literally ripped 
in half and needs to heal.   

It cannot even begin without your 
support.

The depth and breadth of the health 
problems Huron County taxpayers are 
experiencing can no longer be ignored. It 
is our belief that once that data is 
collected, there will be compelling 
evidence to confirm Industrial Wind 
Turbines are a health hazard in Huron 
County.  There is a clear mandate on 
the part of the Health Unit to undertake 
an investigation to collect more data to 
determine whether IWT’s in Huron 
County are a health hazard. 

Artist Frances Bruno Catalano symbolizing the vacuum created by being forced to leave 
your land, your life, your people… for any reason.



Fact:  
People, individuals, families, children, elderly who live in industrial turbine 

projects whose health is impacted have NO recourse. 
  

NO way to resolve their situation.  

NO regulation addresses the health impact.  

NO government agency protects.   

Request for Action:  

The Health Unit must become involved. 


